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LIBERTY BANK PRESENTS LOCAL YOUTH WITH AWARDS FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
MIDDLETOWN, CT –Ryan Bell of Wallingford, and Theodora Stanley
of Guilford, were chosen as the recipients of the 2016 Liberty Bank
Youth in Action Award.
Established in 2011, Liberty’s Youth in Action Award is
designed to recognize students in grades 6-12 within the bank’s
market area who have distinguished themselves through

volunteering, fundraising, and advocating for nonprofit organizations. Bell and Stanley were selected
from among many students who were nominated for the award by schools and youth organizations in
their communities. Each was able to direct a $1,000 donation from Liberty Bank to a nonprofit
organization of their choice.
Liberty Bank President and CEO Chandler Howard praised all of the award nominees for their
community service, saying: “As young as the nominees are, they’ve learned something very important:
that everyone has something to give, no matter how small it is. You just have to do two things: care
about something and then do something about it.”
Ryan Bell is a freshman at Mark T. Sheehan High School
in Wallingford. For the past six years, Bell has been
raising money for Heifer International, whose mission
is to end hunger and poverty and to care for the Earth.
Through gifts of livestock, seeds, trees, and training in
sustainable agriculture, Heifer International helps
millions of people become self-reliant. Bell chose to
direct the $1,000 from Liberty Bank to Heifer
International to put him around $200 away from his
goal of raising $50,000.
Ryan Bell and Chandler Howard with the Youth In
Action Award at Sheehan High School’s Awards
Night.

Theodora Stanley, ‘Teddi’, is a junior at
Guildford High School and is involved in the
Community Dining Room, DOMUS, Life
Haven, Special Olympics and Best Friends
Club, Guilford High School Interact Club and
Youth Advisory Group (YAG) to name a few.
She is very passionate about changing the
stereotype that is fixed to homelessness
Teddi presented the donation checks to three organizations she
is involved in. Pictured L-R: Mary Grande, New Reach; Teddi
Stanley, award recipient; Chandler Howard, President & CEO,
Liberty Bank; Alison Cunningham, Executive Director, Columbus
House; Luz Colville, Amistad Catholic Worker.

and has been organizing collections for
nonprofits in her community including
Columbus House and New Reach. Stanley

chose to direct $500 of the $1,000 donation to Columbus House, $250 to New Reach, and the remaining
$250 to Amistad Catholic Worker.
Liberty Bank President and CEO, Chandler J. Howard, himself a longtime volunteer with many
awards for community service, praised the award winners and nominees, saying “We want to honor you
for everything you’ve done to make people’s lives better. You’ve proven to us that it doesn’t matter
how young you are—you CAN make a difference.”
Established in 1825, Liberty Bank is Connecticut’s oldest mutual bank, with almost $4.4 billion in
assets and 55 banking offices throughout the central, eastern, and shoreline areas of the state. As a fullservice financial institution, Liberty offers consumer and commercial banking, home mortgages,
insurance, and investment services. Named as a “Top Workplace” by the Hartford Courant for four
consecutive years, Liberty maintains a longstanding commitment to superior personal service and
unparalleled community involvement.
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